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During the early days of digital
typography, Emigre designer Zuzana Licko
introduced an experimental font called BaseNine.
Although it became popular internationally, the
font did not quite hit it off with Thai designers
at the time given its wide letter spacing which
was as airy as that found on typewritten text.

BaseNine is distinguishable by its sharply
pointed spurs. A spur is placed where a vertical
meets a curve, as can be seen on lowercase
characters like a, b, d, g, p, 9, m, n, and u,
which points up and down giving the type a look
of open aggression. The two opposing barbs on
the letter r moke it appear especially fearsome.

The idea of an aggressive look is carried
over to the design of BaseNine’s Thai counterpart
font. Spurs are placed on its Thai glyphs as
well as the Arabic numerals. The font’s Roman
characters are adjusted to match the Thai letters
by narrowing their tracking, and spurs added to
the horizontals of f, t and z. Moreover, the dome
top of the uppercase A is replaced by a pointed
apex. Some of the narrower glyphs - such as D,

0 and Z - are widened out; particularly, the O is
made fatter to avoid confusion with the
numeral zero.

The name Artivist reflects the font’s
personality which is in synch with the global wave
of mass uprisings on social and economic issues,
many of which have been rallied through social

networking media.
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