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A joint assistance program from the Tokyo Book
Development Center and UNESCO during the

1960s provided funding for Thailand’s Ministry

of Education to develop new Thai movable-type
designs. Mr Manit Krinphong, an official the ministry
sent for training under the program, subsequently
developed a Thai typeface named “Unesco”.

The Unesco face was noted for its clean fixed-width
strokes and closely packed letterforms in three
styles: regular, bold and italic. Although popular as
a lead type design, only the medium weight of the
font survived to the age of desktop publishing when
it was reshaped into two digital fonts: EAC UNESCO
and UPC Pansy. These fonts, however, suffer from
poor readability caused by their troublesome
tracking.

DB Manit, a makeover version of Unesco, has been
developed in honour of its original designer, the

late Mr Manit. The new OpenType face, available in
eight styles including Light, Regular, Medium, Bold
and ltalic, employs wider letterforms and improved
tracking to correct the readability problem in the old
design.
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